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by Anne Whislon Sbrrn L&

- X ,
Professor Spirm was me 2001 wmnar of the International Cnsn‘s Bgize mb"ﬁmrating the International .
Garden and Greenery Exposition (Flower Expo '90)a This rize w. eslablished o 'PQc.ognlze persons
who have contributed ‘to “the_ harmonious coexistence of; ‘angd mankind," and ¢ 8pirn wa
chosen, as winner for her viéws‘on urban design—views that.could be summed up as fallows: Cities
must rot.conflict with naturexitis possible to build a city that is harmopious with'the natural environment
around it, existing as part of-nature. Her 1984 book The:Granite Garden: Urban Nature and Humarn
Design was a presentation of her ideas that has became a standard.text throughout lhe world for 1he
'new light it sheds on the relationship between cities and the natural environment.
Professor Spirn's ideas created a deep:impression on us at ILLUME, convinging us that they were.a

' ‘necessary element of apy discussion an cities. Her wnllngs persuasively attest to the need for specialists
and ordinary city dwellers to join forces in seeking integrated solutions to the wide array of prablems that
are common to urban environments, rather than leaving the task solely to urban development spedialists
to come up with solutions an an issue-by-issue basis according to their respective specializations.
Frederick Law Olmstet’s: plan for the development of Baston is what first attracted Professor Spirn 10
the field of landscape arch:tecture and in this essay she uses that plan as a vehicle for presenting the *
essence of her ideas. F
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