Quatuor

pour instruments a cordes

Holden Mui

2020



A Note on Notation

This quartet makes extensive use of the quarter-tone scale, also known
as 24-TET. In addition to the five standard accidentals typically used in
non-microtonal music, the following four accidentals will also be used
to notate the twelve notes in the quarter-tone scale not present in the
standard chromatic scale:

< (the three-halves flat; it lowers the pitch by three quarter tones)
d (the half flat; it lowers the pitch by one quarter tone)
% (the half sharp; it raises the pitch by one quarter tone)

# (the three-halves sharp; it raises the pitch by three quarter tones)

In passages that don't revolve around a specific key center (measure 70,
for example), I use either the half flat or the half sharp to denote the
nonstandard notes, as such a choice will result in the least pitch
deviation from the natural form. In passages with an implied key center
(measure 52, for example), I choose an enharmonically correct spelling,
as such a spelling choice most accurately reflects the nature of the
harmony.
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