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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR LOCATING
OBJECTS USING PARAMETRIC INVERSION

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to parametric inversion
systems and methods, and more particularly to parametric
inversion systems and methods for locating objects.

It is important during excavation to have a precise map of
the subsurface so as to avoid damaging existing utilities such
as water, gas, and electric lines. For example, when new
pipes are to be installed in a certain area, the location of any
existing pipes in that area must be known to avoid damage
to them when the trenches for the new pipes are being
excavated. The lack of accurate subsurface maps for con-
struction sites results in thousands of broken pipes and
billions of dollars in repair costs each year.

With conventional pipe-location equipment, a single-
frequency current is injected into a pipe, and the magnetic
field of this current is measured on the surface with a single
hand-held device. If only a single straight pipe is present, the
conventional pipe-location equipment can accurately deter-
mine the direction and depth of the pipe from the measured
values of the magnetic field on the surface. However, if more
than one pipe is present or if a pipe bends significantly, this
conventional equipment fails to give an accurate estimate of
the pipe location. The reason for this failure is that the
method used by the conventional pipe-location equipment is
based on the assumption that only a single pipe is present in
the subsurface. The parametric inversion systems and meth-
ods of the present invention are not based on this restrictive
assumption, and can be used to accurately locate multiple
pipes and bent pipes in complex environments.

Aparametric inversion system consistent with the present
invention can overcome the disadvantages of conventional
systems. Further, a parametric inversion system consistent
with the present invention can fit onto a moving vehicle,
trailer, or portable housing so that subsurface images can be
formed as the system is moving.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides a methodology for locat-
ing objects using parametric inversion. Additional features
and advantages of the invention will be set forth in the
description which follows, and in part, will be apparent from
the description, or may be learned by practicing the inven-
tion. The objectives and other advantages of the invention
will be realized and obtained by the method and apparatus
particularly pointed out in the written description and the
claims hereof as well as in the appended drawings.

To achieve these and other advantages and in accordance
with the purpose of the invention, as embodied and broadly
described, a system according to the invention locates an
object using parametric inversion. An apparatus for locating
a target object using parametric inversion comprises a signal
injector capable of injecting a signal into the target object,
wherein at least a portion of the target object is buried, a
magnetic field receiver, a matching processor for matching
to a magnetic field received by the magnetic field receiver a
parametric magnetic field distribution model corresponding
to the target object and at least one other object, and a
locating processor for locating the target object using param-
eters from the parametric magnetic field distribution model.

A method for locating a target object using parametric
inversion comprises injecting a signal into the target object,
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at least a portion of which is buried, receiving a magnetic
field radiated from the target object, matching to the
received magnetic field a parametric magnetic field distri-
bution model corresponding to the target object and at least
one other object, and locating the target object using param-
eters from the parametric magnetic field distribution model.

Both the foregoing general description and the following
detailed description are exemplary and explanatory and are
intended to provide further explanation of the invention as
claimed.

DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in
and constitute part of the specification, illustrate an embodi-
ment of the invention and together with the general descrip-
tion given above and detailed description of the embodiment
given below, serve to explain the principles of the invention.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an embodiment of an
apparatus for locating objects consistent with the present
invention;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an embodiment of a receiver
consistent with the present invention;

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of an embodiment of the
present invention usable for locating objects;

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of an embodiment of the
present invention which can be used to locate objects;

FIG. §is a flow diagram of a method for locating an object
consistent with the present invention;

FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram of an embodiment of a
mobile vehicle-based system for locating objects consistent
with the present invention;

FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram of an embodiment of a
mobile vehicle-based system for locating objects consistent
with the present invention;

FIG. 8 is a schematic diagram of an embodiment of a
mobile vehicle-based system for locating objects consistent
with the present invention; and

FIG. 9 is a schematic diagram of an embodiment of a
portable locating device consistent with the present inven-
tion.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

A method and apparatus is disclosed for locating buried
objects using parametric inversion. FIG. 1 is an embodiment
of an apparatus 100 for identifying buried objects using
parametric inversion consistent with the present invention.
Apparatus 100 includes clamp 102, transmitter 104, receiver
106, and signal processor 108 (containing a matching pro-
cessor and locating processor, not shown). Clamp 102 can
be, for example, an inductive clamp or a conductive clamp.
In an embodiment consistent with the present invention
transmitter 104 and receiver 106 comprise a number of
transmit and receive array elements, respectively. For
example, as depicted in the block diagram of FIG. 2,
receiver 106 comprises an array of receiver elements 202
aligned perpendicularly to the direction of motion of
receiver 106. Alternatively, receiver 106 can be a synthetic
array, i.e., a single receiver moved over the ground to
simulate an array.

Radiodetection Corp. distributes a model HCtx-2 trans-
mitter including clamps (for both inductive and conductive
coupling) suitable for performing the operations of trans-
mitter 104 and clamp 102. Receiver 106 detects a magnetic
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field at the transmitter frequency. An example of a suitable
receiver for use in embodiments consistent with the present
invention includes the PDL-2 receiver from Radiodetection.

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of an environment where
an embodiment consistent with the present invention can be
used to locate buried objects using parametric inversion. In
FIG. 3 hydrant 302 protrudes from the ground 304. Target
pipe 306 supplies water to hydrant 302. Running alongside
target pipe 306 is secondary pipe 308. Apparatus 300
comprising receiver 106, signal processor 108, transmitter
104, and clamp 102 consistent with the present invention,
locates target pipe 306 accurately without being confused by
the presence of other nearby objects, such as secondary pipe
308.

To locate a buried object using an embodiment consistent
with the present invention, an operator places clamp 102 on
a portion of the object exposed above ground, e.g., hydrant
302. Transmitter 104, now coupled to hydrant 302 through
clamp 102, injects a signal, for example, in the approxi-
mately 100 Hz to 100 kHz range into target pipe 306.
Accordingly, a current that oscillates at the transmitter
frequency is created in target pipe 306.

The current flowing in target pipe 306 causes current to
flow on nearby pipes, such as secondary pipe 308. The
current in the target and secondary pipes together create a
magnetic field that can be measured on or above the surface
of ground 304 using receiver 106. In an embodiment con-
sistent with the present invention, the magnetic field corre-
sponding to the current running through the target and
secondary pipes is received at more than one elevation
above the ground 304 by receiver 106. For example, receiver
106 can be positioned to receive the magnetic field at the
ground surface and at one foot above the ground surface.
Signal processor 108 processes the magnetic field signal
received by receiver 106 to obtain two-dimensional maps of
the magnetic field.

In another embodiment consistent with the present
invention, transmitter 104 is modified to transmit at multiple
frequencies simultaneously. Clamp 102 is modified to induc-
tively or conductively couple to multiple pipes at each of the
frequencies generated by the transmitter. Accordingly, cur-
rents at different frequencies can be injected into multiple
pipes simultaneously, with one frequency injected per pipe.
Under this approach, each of the pipes receiving a different
transmitter frequency is considered a target pipe. Receiver
106 receives the magnetic field at the different transmitter
frequencies. Signal processor 108 processes the magnetic
field signal received by receiver 106 at the different fre-
quencies and generates two-dimensional maps of the mag-
netic field to locate the buried object.

An embodiment consistent with the present invention for
locating object by injecting signals into two pipes is shown
in FIG. 4. In addition to the elements in FIG. 3, FIG. 4
includes a second apparatus 410 including receiver 412,
signal processor 414, and transmitter 416. Although 410 is
depicted as a separate apparatus in FIG. 4, multiple
receivers, signal processors, and transmitters can be com-
bined (all or in part) in a single housing. Moreover, what are
shown as separate receiver, signal processor, and transmitter
elements can also be combined.

In FIG. 4, hydrant 302 connects to pipe 306 and hydrant
418 connects to pipe 308. Clamp 102 of apparatus 300 is
connected to hydrant 302 and clamp 420 is connected to
hydrant 418. After the connections are made to the hydrants,
apparatus 300 injects a signal at a first frequency into pipe
306 through hydrant 302 and apparatus 410 injects a signal
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at a second frequency into pipe 308 through hydrant 418.
The receivers and signal processors in apparatus 300 and
apparatus 410 process the magnetic field corresponding to
the signals injected at the two transmitter frequencies to
locate the underground pipes.

An embodiment of signal processor 108 consistent with
the present invention implements an algorithm for creating
two-dimensional maps of the magnetic field for locating
buried objects, e.g., pipes. When implementing the
algorithm, the signal processor maps the environment
depicted in FIG. 3 to a three-dimensional Cartesian coordi-
nate system. The half space above ground 304 is z>0. Pipes
are buried beneath the ground, i.e., in the region z<0. B,(),
B,(7), and B_(7) are the x, y, and z components, respectively,
of the magnetic field detected by receiver 106 at a point r.
When the receiver is constructed as an array of receiver
elements, B,(n), B,(n), and B (n) are the output of the
receiver array elements in the x, y, and z directions at each
of the receiver elements, i=1, 2, 3, ..., N,, where N, is the
number of receiver locations. For example, when the mag-
netic field is measured at two heights on an N,xN,, grid, the
total number of receiver locations is N,=2N, N .

When locating objects by injecting a signal into the buried
pipes having a frequency in the range of 100 Hz to 100 KHz
range, the spatial dependence of B,(r), B(r), and B(r) can
be approximated by the spatial dependence of the magnetic
field due to static line currents that flow along the pipes. The
shape of the buried pipes can be modeled as piecewise
straight lines. The injected signal creates a line current in the
pipes. For example, the line current between two points on
a buried pipe 1, and 1, is I, The magnetic field correspond-
ing to the line current I, can be computed by signal
processor 108 using a parametric model given by the fol-
lowing equation:
¢9)

o Ho - o F—F E
B, Fay Tos Iap) = — 1y ® | ———=ds' =
an e IF—F1

Lap-(To =7 lap-(Fa—T7)

Holap ® (F = Fa) [
(=1 =[]

=11 =71

The variable I,,=( r,-1,). /|r,-T,| is a unit vector in the
direction of current 1,=1,, 1 ,, and t,=1.256-10"° H/m is
the permeability of a vacuum. The symbol x is the vector
cross product operator. A general curved path model for a
pipe could be used instead of the straight-line model in
equation (1). The magnetic field of a curved path segment
that begins at r, and ends at 1, is given by the integral term
in equation (1) with the term “I,, x” moved under the
integral sign. Thus, the integral becomes

v

b F—F ,
Iab®7ds.
" il

o |F=

The value

[ad
an

is one example of a multiplier consistent with the present
invention. One skilled in the art will recognize that other
multipliers are also appropriate. For example, one skilled in
the art will recognize that other values for permeability can
be used to compute the measured magnetic field, some of
these values will lead to a variation of the equation above.
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Signal processor 108 constructs a model for the pipes
buried beneath the ground using the magnetic field. For
example, consider a model containing N pieces of line
current having endpoints given by 1, and 1,, with p=1, 2,
3, ..., N. The corresponding current strengtﬁs are Tabp. To
match the model for the pipes to the received field, signal
processor AO8 computes a cost function from the x compo-
nent of the magnetic field using the equation:

Co(Fais Fazs oo > TaNs Tots Fo2s oo s Tons labts Lap2s oo s Lapn) = @

Ny N
>0 > B Faps P Tanp)— BLE

=1 p=1

The variable o is a positive constant. For example, when
a is 2, this creates a least squared error objective function.
The variable B © is the x component of the observed
magnetic field. Similar cost functions can be computed for
other components of the magnetic field.

Signal processor 108 computes parameters of the model
by parametric inversion, for example, endpoints fap, end-
points fbp, and currents T, 4p 10 @ manner that reduces the cost
function in equation (2), and results in values for the
modeled current that are close to the actual value of the
current running through the pipes. In an embodiment con-
sistent with the present invention, parametric inversion
computations performed by signal processor 108 to compute
equation (2) follow Newton optimization techniques such as
those implemented the Optimization Toolbox in the MAT-
LAB program available from Mathworks.

FIG. 5 is a flow diagram of a method for locating a target
object consistent with the present invention comprising
injecting a signal generated by transmitter 104 into the target
object through clamp 102 (step 502). Receiver 106 receives
a magnetic field radiated from the target object (step 504).
Signal processor 108 matches to the received magnetic field
a parametric magnetic field distribution model correspond-
ing to the target object and at least one other object (e.g., as
given in equation 1) (step 506). Signal processor 108 locates
the target object using parameters from the parametric
magnetic field distribution model (step 508).

The signal processor functions described above can be
implemented using a single processor or a group of proces-
sors that execute a software program stored in memory,
wherein the software relates to each of the above-described
system operations. Moreover, in embodiments consistent
with the scope of the present invention, the functions
described herein can be implemented entirely in hardware,
or in embodiments allocating the described functions among
hardware and software elements. These and other embodi-
ments that one skilled in the art will recognize are consistent
with the scope of the present invention still fall within the
scope of the invention.

The operation of the system elements as defined above
provide an efficient system to rapidly and accurately locate
buried objects. Therefore, in accordance with the present
invention, the disclosed system elements can be housed in
many types of structures, including portable and mobile
structures to allow rapid and accurate real-time surveying of
a region of interest.

FIG. 6 is a diagram of a mobile vehicle 600 with a system
for locating a target object consistent with the present
invention. An extendable and retractable clamp 602 is
mounted on mobile vehicle 600. Unit 608 houses signal
processor 604 and transmitter 606. Clamp 602 injects a
signal generated by transmitter 606 into a target pipe 610 by
clamping to hydrant 612. Receiver 614 attaches to arm 616,
which attaches to the back of vehicle 600. Signal processor
604 processes the signal received by receiver 614 as
described in greater detail above and can display an image
of the target on display 616.
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FIG. 7 is a diagram of mobile vehicle 600 where unit 708
houses signal processor 604, but does not contain a trans-
mitter. Instead, transmitter 706 clamps to hydrant 612 and is
not transported by the mobile vehicle.

FIG. 8 is a diagram of a mobile vehicle 800 consistent
with the present invention where one or more of receiver
614, signal processor 604, transmitter 606, and clamp 602
can be housed in trailer 802 and pulled behind the vehicle
over the target 610.

FIG. 9 is a diagram of a portable housing 902 containing
a locating system consistent with the present invention. In
the embodiment shown in FIG. 9, housing 902 contains a
clamp, a transmitter, a receiver, and a signal processor as
described in greater detail above. An operator 904 may guide
portable housing 902 over the ground using handle 906.
Portable housing 902 may have, for example, wheels 908 or
a skid pad (not shown). An embodiment of portable housing
902 can also be made sufficiently light to allow an operator
to carry the entire system, thereby alleviating the need for
wheels, skid pads, or similar structure to guide the housing
over the ground.

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various
modifications and variations can be made to the disclosed
embodiments of the present invention without departing
from the spirit or scope of the invention. Thus it is intended
that the present invention cover the modifications and varia-
tions of this invention provided they come within the scope
of the appended claims and their equivalents.

We claim:

1. A method for locating a target object, at least a portion
of which is buried, comprising:

injecting a signal into the target object;

receiving a magnetic field radiated from the target object;

determining parameters in a parametric magnetic field

distribution model corresponding to the target object
and at least one other object so that the difference
between the model and the received magnetic field
minimizes a preselected cost function; and

locating the target object using parameters from said

parametric magnetic field distribution model.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the determining step
comprises the substep of:

selecting a parametric magnetic field distribution model

corresponding to at least two substantially linear
objects.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the determining step
comprises the substep of:

selecting a parametric magnetic field distribution model

that models a substantially curved region in said target
object as at least two linear objects.
4. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of:
injecting at least one additional signal into an object other
than the target object to create the magnetic field,

and wherein the determining step further comprises the
substep of using the injected at least one additional
signal to generate a match.

5. The method of claim 1, where the determining step
includes the substep of using a parametric magnetic field
distribution model at a receiver location 1, the model includ-
ing at least a term corresponding to B(r, I, T, 1) having the
form:

- ™ F-F
klp @ —d¥y

ra 1P =T

where:
_F is the modeled magnetic field;
1, is points and b the target object;
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k is a multiplier;
I, is a first point on the target object; and
I, is a second point on the target object.

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

displaying the target object location.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of receiving

a magnetic field radiated from the target comprises the
substep of:

receiving the magnetic field at at least two elevations
above the target object.

8. An apparatus for locating a target object, at least a

portion of which is buried, comprising:

a signal injector capable of injecting a signal into the
target object;

a magnetic field receiver;

a processor for determining parameters in a parametric
magnetic field distribution model corresponding to the
target object and at least one other object so that the
difference between the model and a magnetic field
received by said magnetic field receiver minimizes a
preselected cost function; and

a locating processor for locating the target object using
parameters from said parametric magnetic field distri-
bution model.

9. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the processor com-

prises:

a parametric magnetic field distribution model corre-
sponding to at least two substantially linear objects.

10. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the processor

comprises:

a parametric magnetic field distribution model that mod-
els a substantially curved region in said target object as
at least two linear objects.

11. The apparatus of claim 8, further comprising:

an injector for injecting at least one additional signal into
an object other than the target object to create the
magnetic field;

and wherein the processor further comprises a processor
for using the injected at least one additional signal to
generate a match.

12. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the processor

further comprises a parametric magnetic field distribution
model at a receiver location 1, the model including at least

a term corresponding to B(r, T,,, T, 1) having the form:
_ b F—F
klap ® ——=dr
|F =7

Ta

where:
B is the modeled magnetic field;
1, is a line current between points a and b on the target
object;
k is a multiplier;
I, is a first point on the target object; and
I, is a second point on the target object.

13. The apparatus of claim 8 further comprising:

a target object display.

14. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein at least one of said
signal injector, magnetic field receiver, matching processor,
and locating processor is mounted in a mobile platform.

15. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein at least one of said
signal injector, magnetic field receiver, matching processor,
and locating processor is mounted in a portable platform.

16. A computer program product for use in a computer
adapted for locating a target object, at least a portion of
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which is buried, the computer program product comprising
a computer readable medium for storing computer readable
code means, which when executed by the computer, enables
the computer to locate the target object, and wherein the
computer readable code means includes computer readable
instructions for causing the computer to execute a method
comprising:

injecting a signal into the target object;

receiving a magnetic field radiated from the target object;

determining parameters in a parametric magnetic field

distribution model corresponding to the target object
and at least one other object so that the difference
between the model and the received magnetic field
minimizes a preselected cost function; and

locating the target object using parameters from said

parametric magnetic field distribution model.

17. The computer program product of claim 16, wherein
the computer readable code means further includes com-
puter readable instructions for causing the computer to
compute parameters of a parametric magnetic field distri-
bution model at a receiver location 7, the model including at

least a term corresponding to B(T, 1, T, 1,;) having the form:

h F—F

klp ® dr

ra 1P =T

where:
B is the modeled magnetic field;
1, is a line current between points a and b on the target
object;
k is a multiplier;
I, is a first point on the target object; and
I, is a second point on the target object.
18. An apparatus for locating a target object, at least a
portion of which is buried, comprising:
means for injecting a signal into the target object;
means for receiving a magnetic field radiated from the
target object;
means for determining parameters in a parametric mag-
netic field distribution model corresponding to the
target object and at least one other object so that the
difference between the model and the received mag-
netic field minimizes a preselected cost function; and
means for locating the target object using parameters from
said parametric magnetic field distribution model.
19. The apparatus of claim 18, wherein the means for
determining further comprises:

means for selecting a parametric magnetic field distribu-
tion model corresponding to at least two substantially
linear objects.
20. The apparatus of claim 18, wherein the means for
determining further comprises:

means for selecting a parametric magnetic field distribu-
tion model that models a substantially curved region in
said target object as at least two linear objects.
21. The apparatus of claim 18, further comprising:
means for injecting at least one additional signal into an
object other than the target object to create the magnetic
field;
and wherein the means for determining further comprises
means for using the injected at least one additional
signal to generate a match.
22. The apparatus of claim 18, where the means for
matching determining further comprises means for using a
parametric magnetic field distribution model at a receiver
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location 7, the model including at least a term corresponding
to B(r,r,, r,, I,) having the form:

- ™ F-F
klgp ® 7—7/3dr
e [F=F1
a

where:
B is the modeled magnetic field;
1, is a line current between points a and b on the target
object;
k is a multiplier;
I, is a first point on the target object; and
I, is a second point on the target object.

23. The apparatus of claim 18, wherein at least one of said
means for injecting, means for receiving, means for
determining, and means for locating is mounted in a mobile
platform.

24. The apparatus of claim 18, wherein at least one of said
means for injecting, means for receiving, means for
determining, and means for locating is mounted in a portable
platform.

25. Amethod for locating a target object, at least a portion
of which is buried, comprising:

injecting a first signal into the target object;

injecting a second signal into a secondary object, at least

a portion of which is buried;

receiving a magnetic field at a first frequency attributable

to the target object;

receiving a second magnetic field at a secondary fre-

quency attributable to the secondary object;
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determining parameters in a parametric magnetic field
distribution model corresponding to at least two objects
so that the difference between the model and the first
and second magnetic fields minimizes a preselected
cost function; and

locating the target object and the secondary object using
parameters from said parametric magnetic field distri-
bution model.

26. The method of claim 25, where the determining step
includes the substep of using a parametric magnetic field
distribution model at a receiver location r, the model includ-
ing at least a term corresponding to B(T, T,,, Ty, L,;) having the
form:

- ®frb F—F dr
— ar
@ TP

a

where:

B is the modeled magnetic field; 1, a line current
between points and b the target object;

k is a multiplier;
I, is a first point on the target object; and

I, is a second point on the target object.



