
Unfortunately, and unlike many of you I believe, I have not had the honor of meeting the 
late Dr. Evelyn Menconi in person during her lifetime. 
 
However, I’ve been privileged, I have to admit, to almost see her and touch her legacy… 
… in the tireless commitment of her many friends to preserve this legacy, 
… in your generous presence on a celebrated day like this, 
… and, above all, I came closest to fathoming the scale and depth of her legacy in 
experiencing first-hand, the selfless and monumental efforts of this memorial series’ 
planning committee over the past 6 months to bring us together on this wonderful 
evening… 

 
… Elaine, Carole, Kim, Doha, Liz, MJ, and Mike Haidar of course, to which a very, very 
warm round of applause in gratitude is first and foremost due today. 
 
 
I’ve been kindly asked by the committee to address you this evening on the ‘Boston to 
Lebanon’ fundraising campaign that we spearheaded after the July War this summer and 
on how your contributions will help Lebanon. 
 
Like many of you, and for the usual reasons, I usually try to avoid giving donation 
pitches. And in this case, it weighs on me to have to ask you, yet again, to give more and 
more of the very much you have for Lebanon…  
For, we keep asking you for money, the same ‘you’s… each and every one of you.  
You who have stood up high and firm, supporting this cause from the very beginning.  
You to whom the people of Lebanon are already eternally grateful. 
 
However, I’d like to think that my task tonight is easily difficult… 
… It’s easy because, after the atrocities committed against Lebanon and the Lebanese 
during the devastating July War this summer, I’m left with a cause that doesn’t really 
need any selling. It just sells itself without any props. 
… And it’s difficult in the same time because I know I’ll never find the right words to 
accurately describe the magnitude of the plight that has befallen Lebanon; one is only left 
to the very morbid, yet very telling, facts & figures… which I’m sure you need not be 
reminded of. 
 
After the Justice for Lebanon campaign of rallies and vigils for an earliest possible 
ceasefire this summer, our focus shifted to raising funds to support the massive aid needs 
in Lebanon. This is how the ‘Boston to Lebanon’ campaign was born. You can learn 
more about the campaign details from the pamphlets on the booths outside. But to give 
you an example of the activities we’ve supported to date, our focus has been on 3 main 
aid areas: 

- environmental aid (current focus on oil spill), 
- cluster bomb & landmine removal,  
- and relief for the displaced 



The activities funded by the campaign have been conducted by NGOs, such as Bahr 
Lubnan, OffreJoie, Mines Advisory Group (MAG), and the Lebanese Red Cross. Those 
included: 

o cleaning up the Ramlet El Baida beach from the oil-spill by paying the 
daily salaries of 20 fishermen, 

o reconstructing 4 households in the widely demolished Qaouzah village, 
o removing unexploded mines in South Lebanon by supporting 7 skilled 

technicians, 
o & purchasing the equipment for a new blood bank in Jbeil.  

 
Your financial support will help us sustain this effort further, and will empower more and 
more non-profit NGOs in advancing their noble missions in a country that is very much 
in need. 
 
At a minimum, we encourage you to purchase any of the ‘Boston (Heart) Lebanon’ 
merchandise – we have t-shirts, pins, mugs, bracelets, & stickers. They’ve been designed 
to carry a very simple yet very powerful message: a timeless letter of love from Boston to 
Lebanon… which in itself, and here I’m quoting the late Pope John Paul II, may God 
bless his soul, is not just a country, but a letter or “risala” of pluralism, tolerance, and 
love to the whole world. 
 
 
Finally, and speaking of helping Lebanon, and especially at a time in which the country is 
lethally devolving further and further into internal political bickering and gridlock, there 
may be only one person in this room today who can help. 
I implore the leaders of Lebanon, or the leaders of their own fragments of Lebanon, and 
practically the root of today’s stalemate; I encourage them… 
… to rise above their petty differences and to learn from the example of Evelyn Menconi 
… to be inspired by her selflessness in serving a community that races today to uphold 
her legacy; (if only our leaders were as half self- or sect-centered) 
… I encourage them to be inspired by her courage in promoting a culture and cause that 
may have long endured animosity in this part of the world  
… I just want them to be touched by her resounding presence today in this hall and in 
your hearts. 
 
Now, I leave you to what promises to be a marvelous evening of beauty and talent… 
confident that Evelyn’s smiling eyes are watching us from above … with pride and with 
anticipation for more, much more, to come from this generous community. 
 
Thank you 
 

Loai Naamani 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


