





International Development Initiative

Massachusetts Institute of Technology

 MIT Room 4-104 

77 Massachusetts Avenue 

Cambridge, MA 02139

PRESS RELEASE
Contact: Dr. Alison Hynd, 617 258 0691, hynd@mit.edu
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MIT International Development Initiative Launches the 
Second Annual Muhammad Yunus Innovation Challenge to Alleviate Poverty
September 12 2007, Cambridge, Massachusetts – The MIT International Development Initiative is excited to announce the launch of the second annual Muhammad Yunus Innovation Challenge to Alleviate Poverty. The Challenge, named in honor of 2006 Nobel Peace Prize winner Dr. Muhammad Yunus, was initiated and also supported by MIT alumnus Mr. Mohammed Abdul Latif Jameel, benefactor of the Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty Action Lab at MIT (J-PAL). Every year, the Yunus Challenge will focus on a different problem faced by some of the poorest communities in the world in an effort to bring these problems to the forefront of the academic community. This year, the challenge is “Improving indoor air quality to break the cycle of poverty.” MIT students will be encouraged to develop individual approaches and multi-disciplinary teams to tackle this challenge with support through Public Service Fellowships, the MIT IDEAS Competition, and the innovative D-Lab service learning course.  The IDEAS Competition team with the best solution will win the Muhammad Yunus Innovation Challenge award at the Competition awards ceremony on May 1, 2008.

Indoor air quality is a concern around the world and affects predominantly the poor in their homes and workplaces. Exposure is strongly tied with burning solid fuels, a practice common to 3 billion people worldwide, half of which are in India and China. In many African countries, over 90% of the population uses solid fuel. Worldwide deaths attributed to air pollution are on a level with those caused by malaria and tuberculosis. Indoor air pollution is not indiscriminate; the devastating effects are most strongly felt by women and children. For children under 5, for example, acute lower respiratory infections are the leading cause of death worldwide. Over half of those infections are related to indoor air pollution. 
In a videotaped address to the IDEAS winners in May, 2007, Noble Peace Prize winner Dr. Yunus said, “It is my hope that the annual Yunus Innovation Challenge will motivate members of the institute to use their creativity, skills, and incredible energy to bring an end to poverty.” Last year, two IDEAS Yunus Innovation Challenge Awards of $7,500 each were given to the teams Cabanga and CellCentives. Two other teams that entered the challenge won awards sponsored by the Lemelson-MIT Program and The Coop.
The Yunus challenge is informed by and built on the growing partnerships between developing country organizations and parts of the MIT community, including J-PAL and the International Development Initiative.
The International Development Initiative is a joint program of the Public Service Center and the Edgerton Center at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. The Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty Action Lab was founded by professors in the Department of Economics at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
Information and resources regarding the Yunus Challenge are available online at http:web.mit.edu/ideas. For further information, contact Alison Hynd at the MIT Public Service Center: 617 258 0691, or <hynd@mit.edu>.
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